TEDxJackson 2019 Sponsor Guide

When we launched Mississippi’s first-ever TEDx conference in 2014, we envisioned TEDxJackson
as a platform for showcasing the best ideas in Mississippi. Our goal was for the event to serve as a
catalyst to spark conversations and collaboration between a diverse spectrum of Mississippi’s best
and brightest creative thinkers, entrepreneurs, visionaries and leaders.
We are amazed and humbled to have provided a stage for many brilliant minds from Mississippi
and beyond. Our past speakers have included an iconic frog, a cartoon warrior, a sweet potato “cult
leader,” an Afrofuturist, a rocket scientist (literally), a kinder-roboticist, an archeologist of lost Mayan
civilizations and a self-defined “wrong thinker,” among many others.
Now, with our fourth event approaching, we need your support. Your sponsorship is instrumental for
carrying out the spirit of the TED organization’s mission of “ideas worth spreading” here in
Mississippi. It’s a unique opportunity for your organization to support a signature event in our
community while promoting your brand in front of Mississippi’s most creative and influential people.
With your help, our 2019 event, will truly be an event to remember.
Please do not hesitate to contact me at 601-291-3380 if you have any questions about
TEDxJackson 2019 and our sponsorship opportunities.
Sincerely,
David Pharr, Licensee and Co-Curator
TEDxJackson
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About TEDxJackson
On November 12, 2014, TEDxJackson hosted its inaugural event. The event was an amazing day,
which included the first TEDx talk given by a Muppet, Mississippi’s beloved Kermit the Frog. The talk
featured a special video introduction from TED luminary, Sir Ken Robinson.
In 2015, we built upon our successful launch with an event, themed “Liftoff,” which reflected on
Mississippi’s contribution to space exploration and also featuring talks about economic development,
creativity, social impact and other important topics. In 2016, we took another creative detour,
presenting Mississippi’s first TEDxWomen event, TEDxJacksonWomen.
TEDxJackson is back with a new event themed “The Next 200.” The event will be held February 14,
2019, at the 2 Mississippi Museums in downtown Jackson.

TEDxJackson Online
TEDxJackson Website – talks from 43 speakers and musical performers
TEDxJackson on Youtube – 430,000+ YouTube views
TEDxJackson on Flicker – 500+ photographs
TEDxJackson Facebook – facebook.com/tedxjackson
TEDxJackson Twitter – twitter.com/tedxjackson
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About TED
TED is an annual event where some of the world’s leading thinkers and doers are invited to share what they
are most passionate about. “TED” stands for Technology, Entertainment, Design — three broad subject
areas that are, collectively, shaping our future. In fact, the event is broader still, showcasing ideas that matter
in any discipline. Attendees have called it “the ultimate brain spa” and “a four-day journey into the future.”
The diverse audience — CEOs, scientists, creatives, philanthropists — is almost as extraordinary as the
speakers, who have included Bill Clinton, Bill Gates, Jane Goodall, Frank Gehry, Paul Simon, Sir Richard
Branson and Bono.
TED was first held in Monterey, California, in 1984. In 2001, Chris Anderson’s Sapling Foundation acquired
TED from its founder, Richard Saul Wurman. In recent years, TED has expanded to include an international
conference, TEDGlobal; media initiatives, including TED Talks and TED.com; and the TED Prize.

About TEDx
In the spirit of ideas worth spreading, TEDx is a program of local, self-organized events that bring people
together to share a TED-like experience. At a TEDx event, TEDTalks video and live speakers combine to
spark deep discussion and connection in a small group. These local, self-organized events are branded
TEDx, where x = independently organized TED event.
The TED Conference provides general guidance for the TEDx program, but individual TEDx events are selforganized and subject to certain rules and regulations.
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Our Theme: The Next 200
With Mississippi’s 2017 bicentennial behind us, it’s time to think about the future. What ideas will define
our city, our state and the world at large over the next 200 years?
TEDxJackson is preparing an event to showcase ideas worth spreading, ranging from “telescope ideas”
that explore the farthest limits of our imaginations, “binocular ideas” achievable just a few years from
the present, or “magnifying glass ideas” examining an immediate problem and offering a solution that’s
available right here and now.
We are inviting speakers with ideas that stimulate the imagination and inspire us to explore possibilities
that have the potential to move our state forward – advancing education, health, happiness and economic
opportunity for the benefit of all Mississippians and potentially many more.
While the future may be unknowable, it is not unchangeable. Our hope is our event will help create many
new paths forward to a brilliant future for our city and our state.
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Past Speakers

Joe Reardon

Gary Butler

Kermit the Frog

Joel Bomgar

LaVita Tuff

Maisie Brown

Erin Hayne

Joe Stradinger

Kristi Henderson

Herman Taylor

Marshall Ramsey

Alysia Burton Steele

Marina Bers

Ezra Brown

John Bielenberg

Melody Moody

David McRaney

Tim Fielder

Jeanhee Kang

Jim Barksdale

Vasti Jackson

Kati Simpson Smith

George Bey

Rita Brent

Richard Summers

Neely Carlton

Tray Hairston

Tom Martin

Robert Blaine

Jill Conner Browne
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Sponsorship Levels
Patron

Donor

Affiliate

Friend

$10,000

$5,000

$2,500

$1,000

Event tickets

6

4

Invitations to post-event VIP reception

6

4

Logo included in pre-roll slide of recorded videos

✔

✔

Logo included on event program

✔

✔

2

1

✔

Text acknowledgement in event program

✔

Logo on “Thank You” poster inside venue

✔

✔

✔

Logo displayed on screen during breaks

✔

✔

✔

Logo displayed on TEDxJackson website

✔

✔

✔

Distribution of promotional material

✔

✔

In-kind sponsorships are welcome. Contact us for details.

Katy Simpson Smith, TEDxJackson 2015
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